ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention includes methods for (1) extracting metals from soil by the use 
of plants that extract and accumulate the metal and adding bacteria to the soil that 
enhances the ability of the plants to extract the metal, and (2) preparing soil for 
extraction of a metal by plants by adding bacteria to the soil that enhances the ability 
of plants to extract the metal. It is preferred that the plants be planted in the soil as 
seeds and that the bacteria added to the soil is also added to the seeds prior to 
planting. 
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